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any fitting person who could be coerced into going. Hence Dr
Man. He outraged the Spaniards and the diplomatic corps at
Madrid. He was a dean and married, and he was no gentleman
- he lived within his income. To crown all, he lacked discretion.
After two years of scorn, he was dispatched home by Philip in
disgrace; an Insult of which Elizabeth made the most. She sent
no more resident ambassadors to Spain, a blessing to those who
might have gone, and an economy for her.

At this same time Philip changed his resident ambassador in
England, thereby, though unintentionally, doing grave harm
to his relations with the country, for while the old ambassador
belied the haughty traditions of his race, the new was arrogant,
humourless, and stupid. Also, he was an inveterate schemet.-
who could not be happy without his ringer in a plot - a fatal
person to come to England at this particular time, and a malign
attraction for such a passionate and sanguine fellow-schemer as
Mary. The dispatches to Spain completely changed their char-
acter. When, for example, Cecil angrily expostulated with the
retiring ambassador over the treatment of Dr Man, el let him
talk on', the ambassador wrote, 'and when he had done, I
waited a little for him to recover somewhat from his rage, and
then went up to him laughing and embraced him, saying that I
was amused to see him fly into such a passion.' The temper of
the new man, in contrast, can be judged from his descriptions of
Elizabeth's councillors: Cecil, a man of mean sort, but very
astute, false, lying, and full of all artifice, a great heretic and a
clownish Englishman; Leicester, a light and greedy man;
Bacon, an obstinate and most malignant heretic; the Lord Ad-
miral, a very shameless thief without any religion at all; the
Earl of Bedford, in person and manners a monstrosity and a
great heretic; and so on. He wrote to Philip suggesting that
when the troubles in the Netherlands were over, Spain and
France might join in an economic blockade of England, and all
Catholic princes send ambassadors to make a demarche and
frighten Elizabeth into Catholicism. With his letter he enclosed
a draft of the solemn admonition that he might himself speak on
that occasion. It was consigned to the archives, and in the course